WEST SUSSEX SITES OF NATURE CONSERVATION IMPORTANCE
Site:

Steyning Coombe and Steyning Round Hill, Steyning

Grid Ref:
Owner:
Area:

TQ 165 112 and
TQ 167 104
Private
23.7 hectares

Habitat:

Chalk grassland and scrub

Date:

Identified May 1994

Site Ref:
District:
Parish:

Author:

H 44
Horsham
Steyning

Graham Roberts

Summary
Steyning Coombe and Steyning Round Hill are both important areas of unimproved downland on
the escarpment above Steyning. Together these areas are extremely diverse, having steep slopes
facing all directions, both short herb-rich sward and tall ungrazed sward, open grassland and
grassland with scattered scrub. The rich flora and invertebrate fauna includes several rare plants,
snails and butterflies.
Site description
Steyning Coombe is a small east-facing coombe, once used as a rifle range. There are some
fairly extensive areas of species-rich grassland, particularly on the west and south sides of the
coombe. Notable downland herbs include Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), Devil’s-bit
Scabious (Succisa pratensis) and Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella). The two woodland
clearings above the coombe contain several interesting plants such as Vervain (Verbena
officinalis), Common Gromwell (Lithospermum officinale) and Dropwort (Filipendula vulgaris).
Steyning Coombe is of great importance for its snail fauna. Two rare grassland species,
Monacha cartusiana and Helicella itala, occur in abundance on the south-facing slopes.
Steyning Round Hill is mostly species-poor grassland dominated by Tor-grass (Brachypodium
pinnatum). However, there are areas of herb-rich sward with Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis
comosa), Autumn Lady’s-tresses (Spiranthes spiralis), Common Valerian (Valeriana officinalis),
Wild Thyme (Thymus praecox) and Autumn Gentian.
Bostal Chalkpit, adjacent to the lane on the south side of Steyning Round Hill, is an extremely
important site. The steep banks of short herb-rich sward support Autumn Lady’s-tresses,
Dropwort, Common Gromwell, Yellow-wort (Blackstonia perfoliata), Early-purple Orchid
(Orchis mascula) and Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis). The rare Early Gentian
(Gentianella anglica) was recently re-discovered in Bostal Chalkpit, its only West Sussex
locality. A rare moss, Weissia tortilis, two rare lichens, Gyalecta jenensis and Petractis clausa,
and a localised species of snail, Lauria cylindracea have also been recorded. The roadside
embankment to the south-west of Bostal Chalkpit is of botanical interest, particularly for the
presence of at least thirty Junipers.
At least twenty- seven species of butterfly have been recorded on Steyning Round Hill, including
Small, Adonis and Chalkhill Blue, Brown Argus, Green Hairstreak, Dingy Skipper, Ringlet and
Marbled White.
Management recommendations
Grazing is the best form of management to maintain most areas of unimproved chalk grassland.
Fertilisers should be avoided. Selective scrub clearance may be necessary, particularly to
maintain Bostal Chalkpit and the woodland clearings above Steyning Coombe.
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